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PROFESSOR SIDNEY HUNTON FIDGETED 
NERVOUSLY WITH HIS FORK WHILE HIS WIFE, 
JEANETTE,GLARED AT HIM FOR A SPLIT 
SECOND, SHAKING HER HEAD f THEN SHE SMILED 
SWEETLY AT DONNA FARNSWORTH, PRETENDING 
SHE'D HEARD EVERY WORD DONNA'D BEEN SAYING! 
JAMES FARNSWORTH COUGHED AND PATTED HIS 
MOUTH WITH HIS NAPKIN... 


I'M SORRY ABOUT THE DELAY \ОН,Т'М NOT IMPA- 
PROFESS OR! MRS. WAGNER TIENT ABOUT THE 
ISN'T GETTING ANY YOUNGER,/ DINNER, JAMES! I'M 
Y'KNOW! SHE'S SLOWED THINKING ABOUT 
DOWN CONSIDERABLY THAT STRANGE 

|” IN THE PAST YEAR/DONNA, COLLECTION OF 
DEAR! CAN'T YOU RUSH FACTS I'VE СОМ 
THINGS A BIT? PILED IN THE PAST 





WELL,T'VE BEEN 
DOING SOME 


I'VE DISCOVERED THAT EVERY TWO) 


HUNDRED YEARS...JUST LIKE 
WHAT 


POPULATION 
MYSTERY, SIDNEY?, 


RESEARCH ON THE / CLOCKWORK... THE POPULATION 
GROWTH OF THE 
EARTH'S POP - 
ULATION IN THE 
| ПУ тем THOUSAND YEARS,ANO 
I'VE RUN ACROSS SOME 


OF CERTAIN SECTIONS OF EARTH 

Р DROPS...TREMENDOUSLY £ AND 
YET...S/RTH AND DEATH RECORDS 
DURING THAT PERIOD GANNOT 
ACCOUNT FOR THESE SUDDEN 


STRANGE STATISTICS SL 


т DON'T GET IT, У BUT THAT'S \BETWEEN/760 AND /7@5, 
PROFESSOR! iF JUST /7,JAMES! | ENGLAND'S POPULATION DAOPPED... 
THE POPULATION 5 THEN DON'T’ f BY ALMOST ONE MILLION PER- 
DECLINES, BIRTH (TAKE ENGLAND ү 50/5 “AND YET, DUR/NG THAT 
AND DEATH RECORDS) FOR EXAMPLE...) PERIOD,8/A7H RATES AND DEATH 
HAVE TO SHOW RATES REMAINED COMPARATIVELY 
WHYS NORMAL. BY ALL RIGHTS, ENGLAND'S 


POPULATION SHOULD HAVE 
INCREASED SLIGHTLY, AS IT 
HAD BEEN DOING PREVIOUSLY... 
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MY HUSBAND IS A NEVER YOU M/ND, BY THE WAY! HOW 
WEALTH OF USELESS | JEANETTE YOUR HUSBAND /8 THE PUBLISHING 
INFORMATION, /SW'T / 15 THE BEST SOCIOLOGIST | BUSINESS THESE 

HE, JAMES? IN THE COUNTRYS AND 1 DAYS, JAMES? 


OUGHT TO KNOWS 1 
PUBLISHED HIS BOOKSS га 








AND DRASTIC DECLINES 





THEN... THEN WHAT THAT'S 

HAPPENED TO ALL WHAT I 

OF THOSE PEOPLE ? CAN'T 
FIGURE OUT, 

JAMES! 








TERRIBLE 7 IF IT WEREN'T 
FOR THE SC/ENCE-FICT/ON 
GRAZE, ID BE OUT OF BUS- 
(NESS BUT NEVER MIND 
ABOUT THAT. TELL ME 
MORE ABOUT YOUR POPUL A- 
TION MYSTERY, PROF! YOU 
SAY THIS HAPPENS EVERY 
TWO HUNDRED YEARS? 





LIKE CLOCKWORK, JAMES f I RAN AND IN THE Y SAME THINGS АН” THE | SORRY то 


ACROSS AN OFFICIAL CENSUS OF Д 1360:5,РВОЕ? ) ІМ M/DDLE soup! 
SPAIN'S POPULATION, TAKEN EUROPES A 

AROUND 1561! TWO YEARS LATER SHARP DECLINE OF 

AN OFFICIAL COUNT SHOWED A ALMOST HALF 

DECLINE OF OVER EIGHT HUNDRED N Bš A MILLION 

THOUSAND! AND ҮЕТ,//0 PLAGUE... 

NO WAR... NOTHING COULD 

ACCOUNT FOR THIS SHARP DECLINE! 


THERE WERE A FEW MOMENTS OF SILENCE WHILE THE WELL, WHAT DO YOU 
PUBLISHER AND HIS WIFE AND THE PROFESSOR AND THINK GAUSED THESE 
HIS WIFE STARTED ON THE SOUP... POPULATION DECREASES, 
PROFESSOR? 
LUCKY TO £ 
HAVE SUCH < 








I'LL BET SOME OF MY SC/ENCE-¥ 1 DOUBT ІТ, WELL...THEY'D PROBABLY 
FICTION WRITERS COULD JAMES ! WHAT SAY IT WAS CAUSED BY 
DREAM UP A LOGICAL EXPLANA-{ COULD THEY SAY? | PER/ODIC INVASIONS 
TION FOR THESE PHENOMENA, THIS GOES BACK OF EARTH BY CREA- 
PROFESSOR! THROUGH THE TURES FROM OUTER 
MIDDLE AGES TO 
THE TIME OF GENGH/S 


I HAVE NO IDEA, JAMES 

THAT'S WHY I'VE LABELED 

IT A MYSTERY’ THESE 

PEOPLE SEEMED TO HAVE 

SIMPLY VANISHED WITH 
NO TRACES 


BUT THERE ARE NO 
RECORDS OF ANY 
SUCH INVASIONS, 


























IT'S THE PROFES- Қ THAT'S RIGHT, WHY, THERE 8 
SOR'S TURN THIS | JAMES! YOU YOUR EXPLANA- 
YEAR, MRS.WAGNER! / 2/2 GARVE TION, PROFESSOR] 
LAST YEAR, 
DIDN'T You? 


EXPLANATION, OF YOUR POPULATION YOU SAY THAT EVERY TWO HUNDRED 
JAMES? MYSTERY/ GO AHEAD AND YEARS, LIKE CLOCKWORK, THE POPU- 
ç CARVE, AND I'LL TELL LATION OF VARIOUS SECTIONS IF 
You. EARTH SUDDENLY TAKES AN 
UNEXPLAINED, UNACCOUNTED- 
FOR NOSE-DIVE f ER... WHITE 
MEAT FOR DOWNAS 











‘PIGTURE,THEN, A HUGE FLEET OF SPAGE-SHIPS, STREAKING ‘PICTURE THEM LANDING ON EARTH... AND 
TOWARD EARTH BACK IN GENGHIS KHAN'S TIME...” THOUSANDS OF HORRIBLE ALIEN-TYPE 
Biss ж ша CREATURES POURING FROM THEM. . . 
Э 3 





'...SwooPING UP HUMAN BEINGS BY THE DROVES...WOMEN,GHILDREN, 
FAT OLD MEN... AND DRAGGING THEM INTO THEIR SHIPS...’ 


“. „Ано STREAKING BACK TO THEIR 
OWN PLANET... THEIR SHIPS 
LOADED WITH VICTIMS..." 


SS 





‘PICTURE THIS HAPPENING EVERY TWO HUNDRED YEARS... ‘IN ENGLAND... ІМ THE 1760'S...’ 
LIKE CLOCKWORK, AS YOU SAY IN SPAIN... ІМ THE 


DARK MEAT 


І KNOW, JEANETTE! 
FOR ME, 


THAT'S IT, PROF? 
YES, JAMES f 


IF YOUR 
LOOKS LIKE WE'RE 


МОУ YOU SEE, WHEN THESE MASS 
KIDNAPPINGS OCCUR... THE REMA/N- 
ЕХРГАМАТОМ | ING POPULATION ON EARTH 18 
NOT AWARE THAT THEY ARE 
HAPPENING... 








NOT THE INVADERS A/DE 
AWARE? | BEHIND A HYPNOTIC 
SCREEN ” SIMPLE ! 


we 


YEP! БАРТЫ. ТО THESE ALIEN 
CREATURES... /S NOTHING MORE 
THAN A TURKEY FARMS 


THESE TURKEYS СОМЕ FROM 7/ЯЖЕУ 7 
FARMS, WHERE THEY'RE SRED AND 
FATTENED UP FOR THE YEARLY 

SLAUGHTER, RIGHT? 


az 
d 
WW 


THAT COULD BE 
А LOGICAL 
EXPLANATION f 


IT /S A YOU DIDN'T TELL 
LOGICAL \ME WHY THESE 
EXPLANATION! /MASS КІОМАРРІМ65 

OCCUR и 


THAT TURKEY 
YOU'RE CARVIN 
GAVE ME THE 
ANSWER ” 


DEADLY SERIOUS, PROF! 
EVERY. YEAR YOU AND JEANETTE) 
GOME OVER TO OUR HOUSE TO 
CELEBRATE THANKSGIVING ” 
AND WE POLISH OFF A7URKEY, 


OH, COME NOW, 
JAMES! SURELY 
YOURE JOSHING f 


S0..EVERY TWO HUNDRED YEARS, 

THESE AL/ENS HAVE А HOL/DAY AKIN ТО 
OUR THANKSGIVING.” SO THEY SWOOP 
DOWN HERE... ATTACK A SECTION OF EARTH 
THAT HAS BEEN ‘FA7TEWED’... AND GRAB 
UP THE ‘TURKEYS’ THEY NEED.. = 








THE FOURSOME AT THE TABLE NEVER HEARD THE TAKE ENGLAND, TWO HUNDRED YEARS 
ARMADA OF SPACE-SHIPS ZOOM OUT OF THE CHILLY AGO! BACK THEN...SHE WAS АТ HER PEAK.” 
NOVEMBER SKY... WELL-FATTENED.” SPAIN, FOUR HUN: SUPPOSE 
= DRED YEARS AGO WAS AT HER PEAK! 
MIDDLE-EUROPE.. DITTO, SIX nuN- 
DRED YEARS AGO ‘AND SO OW, AND SO )THAT... 
ОМ." ALL WERE AT THEIR PEAKS АТ 
THE TIME OF THESE POPULATION 
DECLINES 7 


«AND THE FOURSOME AT THE TABLE NEVER 7-1 SUPPOSE YOU'LL SAY THAT EXACTLYS1960'S 
HEARD THE CREATURES COME THROUGH THE SINCE WE HERE IN AMER/CA THAT'S WHEN 
FRONT DOOR OF THE FARNSWORTH HOME... ARE AT OUR PEAK... AS SOME 
CONTEND... WE WILL BE THE 
NEXT TO BE INVADED Ў 





„. AND THE TWO MEN AT THE TABLE NEVER SAW 

THE CREATURES ENTER THE DINING ROOM... 

AH, HAH! I HAVE THE W ALL RIGHT WHAT'S J WERE ‘HIDDEN BY A HYPNOTIC SCREEN, AND THESE 
FLAW IN YOUR RIDIC- THE FLAW? HUGE SEGMENTS OF THE POPULATION WERE 
ULOUS LITTLE THEORY, KIDNAPPED ... WHY WEREN'T ANY OF THEM 





THE TWOSOME AT THE TABLE NEVER HEARD THE .. THEY NEVER HEARD THE INVASION SHIPS OUTSIDE 
SCREAMS OF THE WOMEN AS THEY WERE DRAGGED TAKE OFF... 
YOU'VE HEARD OF Yes! 

THEY WERE WO7 MISSED, MY DEAR PROFESSOR, AMNESIA? 
BEGAUSE,..TO THE FEMA/N/NG POPULATION 
THEY HAD NEVER EXISTED 7 THE MEMOR 

OF EACH M/SS/NG /ND/V/DUAL WAS BLANKED 
FROM THE М/М05 OF THOSE WHO REMA/NED, 
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РОРРУСОСК, 15 IT? THEN 
THIS was Mass |7 РОРРУСОСХ, Ч „20 GIVE ME AN 
AMNESIA CAUSED HYP- MY DEAR JAMES! Д. EXPLANATION” 
NOTICALLY BY THE і 
INVADING ALIENS! 




















MRS: WAGNER CAME OUT OF THE 
МОМЕ, ММЕ 5 AS / 8С/ЕМСЕ- Me .⁄ J KITCHEN AND SHOOK HER HEADS 
6000 As AWYS FICTION 1 PROFESSOR HUNTON AND PUBLISHER 
HOGWASHS ` FARNSWORTH GRINNED SHEEPISHLY.. 
EVERY YEAR I COOK A NICE THANKS- 
GIVING TURKEY FOR YOU TWO 
BACHELORS, AND EVERY YEAR 
IT'S THE SAME THINGS FIGHT... 
FIGHT... FIGHT! 








THE OUTRIGGER GANOE SKIMMED OVER THE WAVES 
BREAKING ON THE CORAL SHOALS, AND SLID INTO THE 
PEACEFUL LAGOON OF THE TINY UNINHABITED ISLAND! 
IN THE WEST,SILHOUETTING THE STIRRING PALMS, A 
RED SKY INDICATED THAT NIGHT WAS APPROACHING f 
THE DARK-SKINNED NATIVE SCANNED THE SHORELINE 
FOR A LIKELY SPOT TO CAMP FOR THE NIGHT / SUDDENLY 
THE SILENCE WAS BROKEN BY A CRASHING SOUND COMING 
FROM BEYOND...IN THE STEAMING JUNGLE! THE 
МАТІУЕ 5 EYES OPENED WIDE IN HORRORS IT WAS 
MOVING TOWARD THE BEAGH, TOWERING OVER THE 
TALLEST TROPICAL TREES f IT WAS HUGE...HUGE AND 
HIDEOUS AS IT BURST INTO THE OPEN, KNOCKING 
OVER THE PALM TREES IN ITS PATH, THE TERRIFIED 


NATIVE SCREAMED tip жа yy 
om — 
£ 2 2 — j 2 





THREE MONTHS LATER, A SPECIALLY CHARTERED 
SHIP CUT THROUGH THE GHOPPY SEA, BOUND FOR 

THE SAME TROPICAL ISLAND/ON BOARD, MIKE ROSE, 
THE FABULOUS BROADWAY PROMOTER, AND LARRY 
HAMES, HIS GOOD FRIEND AND BUSINESS ADVISOR, 
LEANED AGAINST THE DECK RAIL AND STARED OUT 
AT THE DISTANT HORIZON... 


VY KNOW, MIKE...IF THE RUMORS вит IF THOSE 
OF THAT SO-CALLED /SLAWD NATIVES ARE 
MONSTER TURN OUT T'BE TELLING THE < 
PHONY, YOU'LL HAVE LOST TRUTH..AND WE 
ABOUT A HUNDRED GRAND | CAN CAPTURE 4 
ON THIS LITTLE EXPEDITIONS /THE THING... I'LL 

MAKE А M/LL/ON 
EXHIBITING IT IN 
THE STATES! 





чеги, YOU KNOW HOW Z FEEL 

ABOUT IT, MIKE! DON'T SAY T 

DIDN'T WARN YOU! A THREE 

HUNDRED FOOT MONSTERS 
BAHL 


ON THE HORIZONS] 
LAND. WEN E 





THE GREY SMUDGE IN THE DISTANCE GREW 
LARGER AND LARGER! SOON THE OUTLINE OF 
TREES BECAME VISIBLE FINALLY,THE SHIP 
NOSED IN TOWARD THE PEACEFUL LAGOON... 
THOSE SHOALS ARE | ALL RIGHT, N 
TREACHEROUS, WR. ВОЗЕ! CAPTAINS BUT 
I'D RATHER NOT TRY TO WHEN WE GET 
BRING THE SHIP INTO THE THAT MONSTER... 
LAGOON UNLESS I 

HAVE то! 


THE SMALL LAUNGH MOVED PAST THE CORAL 
REEF AND ON INTO THE LAGOON! ABOUT TEN YARDS 
FROM SHORE, THE ENGINE WAS CUT OFF, AND IT 
DRIFTED SILENTLY TOWARD THE SAND BEACH... 
Г THAT'S STRANGES IT'S 50 J YOU'RE RIGHT, 
QUIET/NOT A SOUND / “УА LARRY! I WONDER 
WHYS USUALLY 
THESE TROPICAL 
ISLANDS ARE TEEN. 
/N@ WITH SCREAMING 
BIRDS OR ANIMALS f 


THE LANDING PARTY HAD MOVED 


YOU MEAN /F YOU 
GET IT, MR. ROSE f 
FRANKLY, І 20/87. 
THIS MONSTER 
EXISTS I LAY 

IT ALL TO NATIVE 
SUPERSTITIONS 


WE'LL SEE, CAPTAIN! AND 

NOW, IF YOU'LL ORDER THE 

POWER LAUNCH TO BE 

LOWERED, MY EXPEDITION 
WILL GO ASHORES 





As THE LAUNCH SCRAPED AGAINST THE SAND, 
THE MEMBERS OF THE EXPEDITION SLIPPED OVER 
ITS SIDE AND BEGAN WADING ASHORE... 

GAREFUL WITH THAT 

EQUIPMENT. DON'T 





UP THE BEACH TO THE КІМ OF 
TROPICAL FOLIAGE THAT ВОН- 
DERED IT, WHEN. 

LISTENS WHAT, 
Ь was THAT 2. 


К THE TREES! 


ALL EYES TURNED TOWARD THE 

JUNGLE! THE GRASHING SOUND 
DREW NEAR! SUDDENLY... 

6000 LORDS 

THERE ABOVE 

> MONSTERS 


IT'S THE...THE_¢ 


THE HIDEOUS HEAD BOBBED UP 
OVER THE DENSE HIGH GROWING 
TREES f ITS EYES BLAZED AS IT 
STARED DOWN AT THE MEN CRING- 
ING ON THE BEACH... 


GET READY WITH THE 
ANESTHETIC BOMBS. 





FOR A MOMENT,THE GIGANTIC THING HESI- 
TATED, STUDYING THE MEMBERS OF THE 
EXPEDITION / OUTSIDE THE REEF, THE 
STEAMER'S WHISTLE BEGAN TO BLOW AN 
OMINOUS WARNING! THE MONSTER 
SEEMED BEWILDERED! THEN... 

S < 


У HOLD OFF 
TILL IT GETS 
CLOSE ENOUGH 





ШІП! 


| 1.1 SAW A MOVIE 
Wl, 


ОМСЕ! THIS ...ТНІ5 

REMINDS ME OF Іт! 

KING KONG...OR 
SOMETHING! 


Г LORD, IT'S 
 AUGES 


it 


\ 
ES 


T's STILL \ KEEP 
\ COMING! THROWING 


FINALLY _ 4 
TOOK 
EFFECT! | 


YEAH, BUT YOU CAN 
BET YOUR LIFE TH/S 
15 NO GIANT APES 


WHAT...WHAT /5 Ў 
IT, ANYWAY? 





HE SPECIALLY CHARTERED WHALING STEAMER 
MOVED SLOWLY INTO THE LAGOON! THE BOW 


OPENED LIKE А GIANT MOUTH AND STRONG LINES 
WERE PLAYED OUT ONTO THE BEACH... 


START THE WINCHES 
SLOW NOW. 


гаў 





И окду, CAPTAINS 
HAUL AWAY 


HEN, WITH THE UNCONSGIOUS 

MONSTER SAFELY ABOARD, THE 

WHALING VESSEL STARTED ON 

ITS LONG JOURNEY BACK TO NEW. 
Ve 


-.. ВИТ IT'LL BE 

WORTH I77 IN А 
YEAR , WE'LL 
HAVE MADE 
ENOUGH TO 
BUILD OUR 

OWN ARENAS 


AHEAD MIKE f THE 

RESERVATION FOR 

MADISON SQUARE / DOWN A 
GARDEN 15 ALL А WALL то У 
SET WE'VE GOT GET ІТ 

А YEAR'S LEASES 


LITTLE BY LITTLE, THE GIGANTIC MONSTER WAS 
PULLED INTO THE WHALING SHIP... 


WHAT IF THE THING КО CHANGE OF 7847, 


SHOULD COME TO, <Á CAPTAIN! WE'RE GOING TO 


ROSE? ІТ COULD KEEP /7 ANESTHETIZED 
WRECK THE SHIPS / ALL THE WAY BACKS 


WE COULD 
EVEN TAKE 
THE THING 
ON 7OUR... 

ALL AROUND 


THREE WEEKS LATER, THE SHIP 
WITH ITS WEIRD GARGO STEAMED 
PAST THE STATUE OF LIBERTY 
INTO NEW YORK HARBOR... 


[Look ат THE ` THE ADVANCE )| 
CROWDS LINING А PUBLICITY 
THE SHORE, ~~ REALLY BROUGHT 
MIKE f ‘EM OUT BY 5) 
THE MILLIONS! 





LATE ONE NIGHT, THE ISLAND MONSTER WAS 
TAKEN FROM THE SHIP AND MOVED-INTO THE HUGE 
MID-TOWN ARENA... 


BY OPENING NIGHT, THE GARDEN HAD BEEN SOLD 
OUT FOR MONTHS IN ADVANCE... 








EASY Now! 


KEEP THOSE COVERS 
ў CAREFUL Z] 


STANDING ROOM 7” НАМЕ YOUR 


NO PUSHINGS 
ONLY, FOLKS! TICKETS 


PLEASES 





IN THE CENTER OF THE FABULOUS ARENA,THE 
NOW CONSCIOUS THING HAD BEEN CHAINED AND 
HIDDEN BY A HUGE CIRCULAR CURTAIN! AS THE 
GURTAIN WAS LIFTED... 


MIKE ROSE 
PRESENTS. 


ALL RIGHT, ` 
MORE PICTURES f WE 
WANT TO GET OW 
WITH THE SHOWS 


THE CHAINS £ 
HAS BROKEN 


THE CROWD BEGAN TO SCREAM AND STAMPEDE FOR THE 
EXITS/ THE THING STOOD IN THE CENTER OF THE HUGE 
ARENA, SWAYING UNSTEADILY, WATCHING ee GE 


Уда даваны! 


THAT ج‎ 
SHE'S BEING 


FLASH BULBS BEGAN TO EXPLODE AS REPORTERS, 
ANXIOUS FOR THEIR FIRST PICTURES OF THE WELL- 
PUBLICIZED GOLIATH, MILLED AROUND IT... 


IT'S...HIDEOUSS UNBELIEVABLE WATCH 


SUDDENLY, GHAIN AFTER GHAIN SNAPPED AS THE 
ANGERED THING STRAINED AND SHRIEKED... 


Роцсе POURED INTO THE ARENA,FIRING 
AT THE PERPLEXED MONSTER‘BULLETS BURNED 
INTO ITS THICK HIDE? PAIN INCITED IT... 


BULLETS LOOK OUTS IT'S 
DON'T KILL COMING THIS WAY, 


TRAMPLED ГА. 


АУА 


у 





THE WOUNDED MONSTER, ANGERED BY THE STING- 
ING PAIN FROM THE HUNDREDS OF BULLETS THAT 
HAD PENETRATED ITS THICK HIDE, LUMBERED 
TOWARD THE CONTINGENT OF FIRING POLIGE,TRAM- 


ТШ 


Фу“ 
ШІ» Г 
Oh se? | | | 


MOVING CROSSTOWN, HARASSED 
BY THE SHOTS OF MORE POLICE 
THAT HAD ARRIVED UPON THE 
SCENE, THE THING GRASHED 
THROUGH RADIO CITY... 


ў) 


— AND BURST THROUGH THE WALL OF THE ARENA 


-- АМО, MOVING SOUTH,DEMOLISHED 
FIRST THE WILLIAMSBURG BRIDGE... 








THEN, JET ІНТЕНСЕРТЕН5 FROM NEARBY ARMY AND .. . AND, FINALLY... RIPPED BY THE COUNTLESS 
NAVY AIR FIELDS ATTACKED THE ENRAGED MONSTER | MACHINE-GUN AND CANNON SHOTS FROM THE JETS 
AS IT REACHED THE NARROWS... 


ІТ FELL DEAD ACROSS BEDLOE ISLAND, TOPP LING 
[THE FAMOUS STATUE OF LIBERTY... 





Іт was SEVERAL MONTHS LATER THAT A TRANS- 

PACIFIC AIRLINER, PASSING OVER THE TINY TROPICAL 

ISLAND WHERE THE MONSTER HAD BEEN CAPTURED, 1 А г 
SPOTTED THE WRECKAGE... Napa 


A HUGE ROCKEF-SHIPL 
LOOK, NED! DOWN THERE, ..IN THE P 
JUNGLE У SOMETHING SHINY 


IT MUST HAVE 
CRASHEDS. 






‘INSIDE THE SCARRED REMAINS ОҒ) 


THE CREATURE THAT CAME YES! THE /SLAND MONSTER... 
THE SPAGE-GRAFT, A LOG WAS HERE IN THE SHIP WAS A THE ONE BROUGHT TO NEW YORK... 
FOUND f THE INSCRIPTIONS ON ITS | | MESSENGER... A SORT ОҒ 
FIBRE PAGES WERE DECIPHERED... 


MALTREATED. .. FRIGHTENED, .. AND 
AMBASSADOR OF PEACE... FINALLY A/LLED...WAS А PEACE- 
FUL AL/EN...BRINGING A MES- 
SAGE OF FRIENDSHIP FROM 
ITS OWN PLANETS 


IT,..IT САМЕ FROM ANOTHER 


FROM AWOTHER WORLDS 
STAR SYSTEMS 





ЕЕ 


PROFESSOR STANLEY. DINGLE ЗТЕРРЕО ТО THE 

SPEAKER'S ROSTRUM AND GLANGED ABOUT THE BEGAN HIS LECTURI 

HUGE FOUR-HUNDRED SEAT LECTURE HALL BEFORE | орду, 1 HAD PLANNED ON DISCUSSING BOYLE 

НІМ? HIS EVES WIDENED! HIS FACE PALED! HIS | LAW RELATING TO THE PRESSURE OF A CONFINED 

EI aun LL ға Ааа GAS! HOWEVER, BECAUSE THIS IS A MOMENTOLS) 
IMPOSSIBLE” \т..\т CAN'T Г. OCCASION, AND WE HERE ARE WITNESSING A 
HAPPEN 7 \т'5 IMPOSSIBLE.,\PHENOMENON THAT DEFIES THE LAWS OF 
AND YET.. IT HAS HAPPENED! {WNATURE, I AM GOING TO DEV/ATE FROM THE 

з 3 SYLLABUS TODAY AND D/SCUSS THIS ym 
MOMENTOUS PHENOMENON WITH YOU .. 









THE HUGE LECTURE HALL WAS SILENT THE PROFESSOR WAITED A MOMENT FOR THE MEANING OF HIS 
PROFESSOR DINGLE SWEPT HIS PRISM GLASS- WORDS TO HAVE THEIR EFFECT f THEN HE WENT ОМ... 
ES FROM HIS DEEP-SET EYES..BLINKED TWICE ҮЕ5...А BAS/C, UNDENIABLE SCIENTIFIC LAW... 
SEANDIENCEAIMEDES THE LAW OF AVERAGES...HAS BROKEN DOWN HERE 
TODAY... TODAY WE ARE WITN IN THIS LECTURE HALL...AND WE ARE 
BREAKDOWN OF THE 1. WITNESSES ТО ІТ! 


AVERAGES / 















NOW IF I TOSS THE GOIN INTO 
THE AIR AND LET IT FAZZ...SO... 


YOU KNOW WHAT THE LAW OF 
AVERAGES JS, DON'T YOU? МЕЦ. 
PERHAPS I'D BETTER EXPLA/N 


IT GOMES DOWN £/7HER HEADS....OR TAILS... BUT THE LAW OF AVERAGES SAYS THAT IF I WERE| 


TO TOSS THIS COIN INTO THE AIR OVE HUNDRED 
TIMES ,THE NUMBER OF TIMES IT FALLS HEADS: 
AND THE NUMBER OF TIMES IT FALLS 74/LS WOULD 
AVERAGE EQUALLY...OR EXTREMELY CLOSE TO 
ITS FIFTY TIMES HEADS AND FIFTY TIMES 
TAILS, OR NEARLY THAT EVEN Л ТРАТ 


50 THERE! IT FALLS HEADS’ 


HERE! NOW I TAKE 7WO cO INS f 
I TOSS THEM BOTH IN THE 


THERE ARE THREE DIFFERENT WAYS THAT THESE 
TWO COINS CAN FALL ONE HEAD AND ONE 
TAIL... BOTH HEADS...OR BOTH TAILS £ BUT... 
YOU WILL FIND...IF YOU TOSSED THESE COINS 

UP TOGETHER HUNDRED TIMES... 


OF COURSE, THE LAW OF AVERAGES BECOMES 
MORE COMPLEX... вит THOSE TWO ILLUSTRA- 
TIONS SERVE TO SHOW THE CONS/STANCY OF 
THE LAW? ALTHOUGH YOU MAY 7059 А S/NGLE 
COIN AND GET А STREAK OF ALL HEADS OR 
ALL 74/45, THE LAW OF AVERAGES WILL 
ULTIMATELY APPLY AND THE HEADS AND 
TAILS WILL AVERAGE OUT... EQUALLY... 


THEY COME DOWN...SO.. 
ONE HEADS ... ONE 


AGAIN 1 
TOSS THEM... 


— AND AGA/N 

THEY COME DOWN... 
THIS TIME 

BOTH HEADS. 


«THAT THE COMBINATION OF HEADS AND TAILS 
WOULD APPEAR TW/CE AS MANY T/MES AS THE 
COMBINATION OF EITHER BOTH HEADS OR BOTH 


THE LAW OF AVERAGES MUST APPLY... EVERY- 

WHERE...ALL THE TIMES IF IT DIDN'T, 

THINK OF THE CHAOS THAT WOULD DEVELOP f 

TAKE... TAKE EBBETS F/ELD AN BROOKLYN, 

FOR EXAMPLE... WHERE THE DODGERS PLAY! 

ІТ HAS A CAPAC/TY OF ABOUT THIRTY- TWO 
THOUSAND PEOPLE... 





"OF COURSE, IT MAY BE MORE OR LESS ON ANY 
PARTICULAR DAY... ACCORDING TO THE V/S/T/NG 
TEAM, THE DAY OF THE WEEK, THE TEMPERATURE, 
WHETHER BROOKLYN 15 PLAYING WELL, AND ОК 
MANY OTHER FACTORS! BUT THE LAW OF 
AVERAGE WILL STAND AT 20, 000 PER DAY 
OVER A PERIOD OF TIME... 


“Now THINK WHAT WOULD HAPPEN АТ EBBETS FIELD ONE DAY IF THE LAW OF AVERAGES WERE TO BREAK 
DOWNS SUPPOSE ON THAT DAY, EVERYONE IN BROOKLYN SUDDENLY DECIDED TO GO SEE THE DODGERS PLAY! 
THREE MILLION PEOPLE WOULD DESCEND ON EBBETS FIELD BY CAR,TROLLEY, SUBWAY, AND BUS . 


IT WOULD BE HORRIBLE... 
HORRIBLE. вит HAS IT EVER 
HAPPENED? МО” BECAUSE 
THE LAW OF AVERAGES HAS 
| WEVER BROKEN DOWN... 


TAKE FLOR/DA, FOR INSTANCE! 
EVERY WINTER,MANY PEOPLE 
GO TO FLORIDA FOR А VACATION! 
SUPPOSE THE NUMBER OF VAG4~- 
TIONISTS IN MIAM/ BEACH. 
ASIDE FROM RES/DENTS... 
DURING PEAK SEASON 15, AND 
IM GUESSING, ABOUT THIRTY 
THOUSAND PEOPLE... 


THAT MEANS THAT TH/R7Y 
THOUSAND PEOPLE ,ON THE 
AVERAGE, TRAVEL ТО M/AM/ уп 
BEACH EACH YEAR FOR ү 
THEIR VACATIONS f 1 





Now suppose THAT THIS LAW OF AVERAGES CONCERNING MIAMI BEACH BROKE DOWN.“ SUPPOSE 
THAT THIS WINTER, EVERYONE AN THE COUNTRY DECIDED TO во TO M/AM/ BEACH FOR THEIR 
VACATION! ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY MILLION PEOPLE WOULD POUR INTO THAT SEASIDE 


RESORT CITY BY CAR, TRAIN, BUS AND PLANE... PUSHING, SHOVING, TRAMPL ING. SCREAMING, 
FIGHTING. 
ج‎ 


AAAARROGO 7 7 в000 LORD f 


IT WOULD BE CH408...CHAOS! | вит HAS IT HAPPENED? //0.7 
THE /NJURIES...THE DEATHS BECAUSE THE LAW OF 
THAT WOULD OCCUR! x AVERAGES HASN'T 
BROKEN DOWN. 


ROFESSOR DINGLE LOOKED АКО! THE FOUR: ... BECAUSE THE /MPOSS/BLE HAS OCCURED 7 
рев SEAT LECTURE HALL THE LAW OF AVERAGES HAS FINALLY 
THAT 15 WHY 1 HAVE BROKEN DOWNS /Е THIS 15 ТО BE THE FIRST 
d DEVIATED FROM THE OF MANY &REAKDOWNS., OUR SOCIETY IS 
SYLLABUS TODAY? GOING TO SUFFER... TERRIBLY 





PROFESSOR DINGLE HELD UP A SMALL BOOK! THE 


ROLL CALL (THIS LECTURE CLASS HAS 7WREE 
HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-N/NE REGISTERED 
STUDENTS IN IT ON THE AVERAGE, ATTENDANCE 
NUMBERS ABOUT 7HREE HUNDRED AND SIXTY 
NINETEEN ARE EITHER 9/СЖ , OR HAVE CUT 
CLASSES 7 THAT 15 AVERAGE... THE 

LAW OF AVERAGE 


PROFESSOR DINGLE POLISHED 
HIS PRISM SSES FORA 


THIS IS A SER/OUS THINGS 
YOU DON'T REALIZE HOW ў 


I WOULDN'T WORRY ‘BOUT IT NONE, 
/ H'M THE JANITOR HERE... 


BUT TODAY, THREE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY- 
EIGHT STUDENTS FAILED TO REPORT FOR 
LECTURE! YOU... ARE THE ONLY ONE PRESENT... 


A 


FUNDAMENTAL CONCEPT f ITS 
BREAKDOWN COULD MEAN... 


Ам 7 DAY 15 SUNDAY Д 

шие, (î =, 

ў 4 1 
$, 





WHENEVER THE WIND CAME THROUGH THE MARTIAN SKY, НЕ AND HIS FAMILY WOULD SIT IN THEIR STONE HUT 
AND WARM THEIR HANDS OVER A WOOD FIRE! THE WIND WOULD STIR THE CANAL WATERS AND ALMOST BLOW 
THE STARS OUT OF THE SKY, BUT MR. HATHAWAY WOULD SIT CONTENTED AND TALK TO HIS WIFE, AND HIS WIFE 
WOULD REPLY, AND HE WOULD SPEAK TO HIS TWO DAUGHTERS AND HIS SON ABOUT THE OLD DAYS ON EARTH, 
АМО THEY WOULD ALL ANSWER NEATL’ ڪڪ‎ a 


МЕ. HATHAWAY WENT OUT INTO THE MARTIAN NIGHT? | [HATHAWAY GAZED UP AT EARTH BURNING GREEN IN 
IT WAS THE TWENTIETH YEAR AFTER THE GREAT THE WINDY SKY! THEN HE LOOKED AGROSS THE LONG- 
МАВ? MARS WAS A TOMB PLANET! WHETHER OR NOT | |DEAD SEA BOTTOMS... ص‎ 
EARTH WAS THE SAME WAS A MATTER OF MUCH NOT ANOTHER LIVING THING ON THIS 
DEBATE FOR HATHAWAY AND HIS FAMILY ON THOSE E SE 

LONG MARTIAN { LED INTO THE HUT. 2 AND THEM 7. 





HATHAWAY MOVED QUIETLY DOWN 


т! THE SERIES OF RUIN: 


WELL, I'M GOOD FOR ANOTHER. 
TWENTY YEARS IF ТМ CAREFUL, 
SOMEONE MIGHT COME! EITHER 
ACROSS THE DEAD SEAS OR < 
OUT OF SPACE IN A ROCKET ON 
A LITTLE THREAD OF RED FLAME! 


HE RETURNED TO THE STONE HUT... 
AND ONCE MORE, JUST BEFORE GOING| 
IN,SHADED HIS EYES, SEARCHING 
THE BLACK SKY... 


HE STUMBLED AND FEL 


PICKED HIMSELF UP,RAN 
BEHIND THE HUT, SWIVELED THE ТЕПЕЗСОР! 


HE CAME TO A SOLITARY MARTIAN 
GRAVEYARD...A SERIES OF SMALL 
HEXAGONAL STONES ON A HILL 
SWEPT BY А LONELY WIND! НЕ 
LOOKED DOWN AT THE GRAVES 
WITH GRUDE WOODEN CROSSES ON 
THEM, AND NAMES .. 


THERE WAS A TINY RED FLAME ON 
THE SKY! НЕ STEPPED AWAY FROM 


AND 


TEARS DID NOT COME TO MR. 
HATHAWAY'S EYES! THEY HAD 
DRIED LONG AGO. 

DO YOU FORGIVE ME FOR WHAT 
I'VE DONE? I WAS VERY MUCH 
ALONE/YOU DO UNDERSTAND, 


THE TINY RED FLAME WAS STILL 
THERE 


A MINUTE LATER...AFTER А LONG,WILD STARING... HE 
APPEARED IN THE LOW DOOR OF THE HUT! THE WIFE 


AND THE TWO DAUGHTERS AND THE SON TURNED THEIR 





HIM f FINALLY НЕ WAS ABLE TO SPEAK... 








15 COMING TO TAKE US ALL 
(OME S IT WILL BE HERE IN 


THEN, MR. HATHAWAY BEGAN TO CRY GENTLY. 





HE BURNED WHAT WAS LEFT ОЕ AER NEW YORK THAT MORNING AT 
THREE! HE TOOK A TORCH AND MOVED INTO THE PLASTIC CITY, AND WITH 
THE FLAME TOUGHED THE WALLS HERE AND THERE! THE CITY BLOOMED 
UP IN GREAT TOSSES OF HEAT AND LIGHT! IT WAS A SQUARE MILE OF 


His HEART BEATING RAPIDLY WITH 
PAIN, HE RETURNED ТО THE HUT! HE 


ILLUMINATION, BIG ENOUGH ТО ВЕ SEEN OUT IN SPAGE! IT WOULD ВЕСКОМ 


НЕ ROCKET DOWN TO MR. HATHAWAY AND HIS FAMILY 


IT'S BEEN A LONG TIME’ REMEMBER THE DAY 
THE WAR BROKE? TWENTY YEARS AND SEVEN MONTHS 
AGO! AND ALL THE ROGKETS WERE GALLED HOME 


НЕ LIFTED ніз 61.55... А 


AND IT TURNED OUT МЕ WERE THE ONLY ONES СЕРТ”, 


STOOD іт WITHOUT YOU HERE...ALL OF YOU! I'D 


HAVE K/LLED MYSELF W/THOUT You! вит WITH 
YOU...IT WAS WORTH WAITING f HERE'S TO US, 





THAT SOMEDAY SOMEONE 
WOULD FIND US! WE'LL HAVE 


WE RAN OUR HORSES... ALMOST KILLING THEM, 
REMEMBER? BUT WE GOT TO THE GITY A WEEK 
LATE! EVERYONE WAS GONE! AMERICA HAD BEEN 
DESTROYED! EVERY ROCKET HAD LEFT WITHOUT 
WAITING FOR STRAGGLERS! REMEMBER? REMEMBER? 





HE HURRIED ACROSS THE LAND TO THE VAST METAL 
STORAGE SHED INSIDE WAS THE COLD-STORAGE UNIT 
AND POWER PLANT HE'D REPAIRED AND RESTORED, 
JUST AS HE'D REPAIRED GLOGKS, TELEPHONES, AND 
SPOOL-RECORDERS OVER THE YEARS IN HIS SPARE 
TIME f THE SHED WAS FULL OF THINGS HE'D BUILT! 
FROM THE DEEP FREEZE,HE FETCHED RIMED CARTONS| 
OF BEANS AND STRAWBERRIES AND A CHICKEN TWENTY 


CAPTAIN WILDER JUMPED DOWN 
AND STOOD THERE LOOKING AT THE 
OLD MAN... 
OUT TO JUPITER 
FROM MY OLD GREW. 
FROM THE FOURTH 
EXPEDITION! _4 


NEPTUNE FOR 
TWENTY YEARS! 


AND SATURN AND 


HE AIR WAS FULL OF COOKING ODORS WHEN THE 
ROCKET LANDED! LIKE A BOY, HATHAWAY RAGED DOWN 
THE HILL! HE STOPPED ОМСЕ BECAUSE OF A SUDDEN 
SICK PAIN IN HIS CHEST f HE SAT ON A ROCK TO 
REGAIN HIS BREATH, THEN RAN ALL THE REST OF THE 
WAY! HE STOOD IN THE HOT ATMOSPHERE GENERATED 
BY THE FIERY КОСКЕТ f А PORT OPENED! А MAN 


q 
SOUL ALIVE! WHAT BACK, SIR? 
ABOUT EARTH? < Ee 


% DAUGHTERS 7 

THEY'RE UP AT OUR 

«Ў HUT! THERE'S А 
FINE BREAKFAST 
WAITING ALL OF You! 


Я 
ч 


FIVE YEARS AGO,WASN'T 
ІТ? AND THERE WERE 
CHILDREN. 


Ë 





THEY WALKED ON UP THE HILL TO THE HUT! НАТНА- 
WAY'S WIFE APPEARED FOLLOWED BY THE TWO 
DAUGHTERS, TALL AND GRACIOUS, AND AN EVEN 
TALLER SON... 


ALICE! YOU RE OF...COURSE, CAPTAIN WILDER! 
REMEMBER MY DAUGHTERS, MARGUERITE AND 
CAPTAIN SUSAN му SON, JOHN. YOU 








[CAPTAIN WILDER SHIFTED HIS 
SILVERWARE CLUMSILYf HIS FACE 
WAS SUDDENLY PALE! THE MAN 
NEXT TO НІМ WHISPERE! 


THAT САМ' 

IM FORTY-THREE 
MYSELF. I WAS IN 
SCHOOL THE SAME 
TIME AS YOUNG JOHN 
HATHAWAY, THERE ... 
TWENTY YEARS 4601, 


ONLY LOOKS 


THAT, BUT THAT'S 
Э WRONG! HE 
WILLIAMS DD BE 
FORTY-TWO, 
AT LEAST! 


MRS. HATHAWAY LADLED QUICK SPOONS OF SOUP 
INTO THEIR BOWLS! CAPTAIN WILDER WATCHED HER 
DRIFT AWAY, DRIFT WITH HER PINK FACE WARM, 
SMOOTH AS AN APPLE, UNWRINKLED AND COLORFUL! 
AFTER A WHILE WILLIAMS LEFT... 


ONLY TWENTY ~ 
THREE WOW НЕ 


TWENTY-THREE! 


HANDS WERE SHAKEN AMID LAUGHTER AND MUGH TALK! 
EVERYONE MOVED f FOLDING TABLES WERE HURRIED 
OUT WHILE HOT FOODS WERE RUSHED FORTH, AND 
PLATES AND FINE DAMASK NAPKINS AND GOOD SILVER: 


HOW OLD ARE STI 
YOU NOW, JOHN 


Gin 


Kuch 


WILL YOU DO МЕ A FAVOR,Y 
WILLIAMS? I WANT YOU ç 


NOT A 
WRINKLES 


APTAIN WILDER TALKED MECHANICALLY, МОТ HEAR- 
ING HIS WORDS, THINKING ONLY OF WILLIAMS RUN- 
NING DOWN THE HILL AND GLIMBING васк TO TELL 
WHAT HE FOUND... 














WHERE'S HE CHECKING THE ROCKET, MRS. 
GOING, CAPTAIN? 4 HATHAWAY! BUT AS I WAS SAYING, 
YOU CERTAINLY LOOK VERY 
WELL AND YOUNG ps 


THE FOUR GROSSES WERE 7HERE, SIR? THE 
WAMES WERE STILL ON THEM! І WROTE 
THEM DOWN! AL/CE, MARGUERITE, 
SUSAN, AND JOHN HATHAWAY DIED OF 
UNKNOWN VIRUS! JULY, 2007 /' THAT'S 

Bn W/NE TEEN YEARS 4607 





HATHAWAY STOOD up... 


A TOAST TO ALL OF YOU! IT'S 
GOOD то BE WITH FRIENDS 
AGAIN! AND ТО MY WIFE АМО 
GHILDREN, WITHOUT WHOM т 
COULDN'T HAVE SURVIVED 
ALONE f IT 15 ONLY...THROUGH... 


HE DID NOT GRY OUT AS HE FELL 
FORWARD OVER THE TABLE AND 
SLIPPED TO THE GROUND{WILDER 
KNELT AND TOOK THE OLD MAN'S 
HAND! HATHAWAY'S VOICE WAS 
BARELY AUDIBL’ 


1...1 SPOILED THE 


BREAKFAST! SAY 
6000-ВУЕ TO ALICE 
AND THE GHILDREN. 


HE WAS DEAD! WILDER AROSE , WENT ТО 
ALICE HATHAWAY, AND LOOKED INTO HER 


DO YOU KNOW WHAT 7 SOMETHING ABOUT] 
HAS JUST HAPPENED? мү HUSBANDS 
1 зы! 
Т íw: 
) 


Rx 


HE DIDN'T TEACH US HOW, YOU KNOW! 3 


HE DIDN'T WANT US TO KNOW HOW TO 
ORY/HE SAID IT WAS THE WORST 
THING THAT GOULD HAPPEN ТО A 


AND KNOW HOW TO ВЕ SAD AND THEN 
то GRY. 50 WE WEREN'T TO ANOW 
WHAT CRYING \S...OR BEING SAD“ 


МЕ. HATHAWAY 
DID A F/NE 
JOB ом YOU 


NO! NO! DON'T THEY 
WOULDN'T UNDER: 
STANDI WOULDN'T 
WANT THEM TO 
UNDERSTAND f ООМ ТО 
Tate - 


WOULD HAPPEN 
SOMEDAY, AND HE 
DIDN'T WANT 
US TO CRY! 


OF US! AFTER A WHILE, HE EVEN 


FORGOT THAT НЕ MADE USfAT 

THE END НЕ LOVED AND TOOK US 

AS HIS REAL WIFE AND CHILDRENS 
AND, IN A WAY, WE ARES 





YES! FOR YEARS ON END WE SAT AND TALKED! HE 
LOVED TO TALKf HE LIKED THE STONE HUT AND 
THE OPEN FIRE! WE COULD HAVE LIVED IN А MORE 
MODERN HOUSE IN THE DESERTED CITY, BUT HE 
LIKED IT UP HERE! HE TOLD ME ALL ABOUT HIS 
LABORATORY AND THE THINGS HE DID ІМ IT HE 
WOULD SIT AND LIGHT A CIGAR AND TALK ТО US! 
THERE WAS ONLY ONE THING HE COULON'T 
MAKE US DO! 


AFTER THE FUNERAL, WILLIAMS 
NODDED AT THE STONE HUT. 

WHAT ARE WE HERE'S МУ GUN. 
GOING TO DO IF YOU CAN DO 


ABOUT THEM? << ANYTHING ABO 
YOU САМ LEAVE | THIS, YOU'RE A 


HERES TAKE YOURN/ 
GUN! I KNOW WHAT 


THE DAUGHTERS 


HE COULDN'T MAKE US GROW 

OLD! HE GOT OLDER EVERY DAY, 

BUT WE STAYED THE SAME fL 

GUESS HE DIDN'T MIND! І 

GUESS HE WANTED US THIS 
wayf 


WE'LL BURY HIM 
DOWN IN THE 


THE OTHER FOUR 

CORPSES ARE! I 

THINK HE WOULD 
LIKE THATS 


TEN... 5 
HUNDRED YEARSSYES, 
THEY'VE AS MUCH RIGHT 
TO...TO L/FE AS JOU S 
OR Z./ WELL...GET 


THEM HERE,LIKE 
THAT...AS 
SARE /, 


SMILED АТ МЕ! 50 

DID THE OTHERS / 

LORDS IT'D BE 
MURDERS 


SEA BOTTOMS AND THROUGH THE GRAVEYARD,OVER 
THE FOUR OLD GROSSES AND THE ONE NEW ONE, 

THERE 15 A LIGHT BURNING IN THE LOW STONE HUTS 
INSIDE ARE A WOMAN, TWO DAUGHTERS , AND A SON 


TENDING A LOW FIRE FOR NO REASON AND LAUGHING 
AND TALKING. 


NO REASON AT ALL, THE WOMAN COMES OUT AND 
OOKING 


. AND THEN SHE GOES BACK AND THROWS A STICK 
ON THE FIRE, AND THE WIND GOMES UP AND THE DEAD 
SEA GOES ON BEING DEAD! 





-ТНЕ END- 7 


